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DATE: July 29, 2010 OGT ©5 2010

TO: Honorable Judge Chris Chandler SUPERIOR COURT Cr* ¢ LiFORNIA

Presiding Judge By ALBHR FEQ SHQUESTHWHW

FROM:  Tom Sherry, MFT %
Director of Human Services

SUBJECT: Final Report of the FY 2009-10 Sutter County Grand Jury for the Mental
Health Division

I have reviewed the Sutter County Grand Jury findings for the Mental Health Division. I would like to
thanik the members of the Grand Jury for their efforts on behalf of the citizens of Sutter County and I

wish offer the following comments:

Human Services Director on December 30, 2009, Dr. Brad Luz,

Following my appointment as the
Mental Health

Ph.D. was appointed to the position of Assistant Director of Human Services for
effective February 27, 2010.

The Division concurs with the Grand Jury’s comments that revenues have been severely cut.
However, I wish to note a minor revision in your statement in that as of November 29, 2009,
Psychiatric Emergency Services, not Mental Health Treatment as referenced, are now newly subject to
fees after the initial visit. All other mental health treatment services (inpatient and outpatient) have

historically been subject to fees based on a sliding scale.

The Division concurs that Sutter-Yuba Mental Health Services (SYMHS) has 16 beds in their

hiatric Health Facility (PHF). The average census is nine to eleven patients. The cost per bed is
$726 per day. Inpatient care is for psychiatric patients who are suicidal, homicidal or gravely disabled.
The PHF is no longer allowed to admit patients with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease. All patients

admitted to the PHF must submit to a blood alcohol test.

Psyc

The Division also wishes to concur with the Grand Jury findings that Sutter and Yuba Counties are
partners (through a Joint Powers Agreement) in the Bi-County Mental Health prograIRElegﬁleD
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program offers has a wide variety of treatment, medication and wellness and recovery classes,
including a culinary academy. There are also programs available for the treatment of drug abuse,
including First Steps which is a program for pregnant women or those with young children.

The Division also concurs with the Grand Jury that that staff are available to translate for the following
languages, Hmong, Punjabi, Spanish, Farsi, Korean as well as Tagalog and Hindi.

TS/js

Stephanie J. Larsen, County Administrative Officer

ce:
Brad Luz, Ph.D., Assistant Director of Human Service for Mental Health
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Mental Healt Services

June 15, 2010

Dear Department Head:

Enclosed is a copy of the 2009-2010 Grand Jury Final Report section(s) that pertains to
your department. Pursuant to Penal Code §933.05(f) the section(s) are provided to you
on behalf of the Grand Jury. The Court projects the report will be filed on July i

Provide your response to the Presiding Judge of the Superior Court within the time period
specified in Penal Code §933(c) and include the details required by Penal Code §933.05.
Please provide an original and two sets of copies. Your response will be filed with the
Court and a copy will be posted pn the Court's web site, www.suttercourts.com.

Please acknowledge the receipt of these documents by signing below on the copy and ¥

returning the copy of this letter in the enclosed self-addressed envelope as soon as Mak g rv

possible. Please retain one copy for your records. ¢ /a-ﬁﬁ o
Mo

Very truly yours,

{

ACKIE LASWELL
Court Clerk/Jury Services
JLL
Enc.
c:file
Receipt Date: _ 6/22/2010 Signed:

Respondent

Department: Sutter-Yuba Mental Health Tom Sherry
Services (SYMHS) Please Print Name
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